










Funding opportunities

www.britishcouncil.org/globalschools
promotes partnerships between schools
in the UK and schools in Africa, Asia,
the Caribbean and Latin America.
Their grants can provide opportunities
to develop partnerships through reciprocal
visits and curriculum development.

www.britishcouncil.org/comenius
is funded by the European Commission.
It supports joint curriculum partnerships
with European partner schools, language
assistants from across Europe and one to
six week courses for teacher professional
development, in 30 countries within Europe.

www.lect.org.uk
funded by the DCSF, offers exchanges
across the commonwealth for teachers
and Headteachers UK-wide. It supports
links, study visits and teacher exchanges.
It also offers grants for international travel
and subsistence.

www.teachernet.gov.uk/tipd
offers funding through the DCSF for
teachers in England to go on study visits
in overseas countries. Participants visit
schools, meet teachers, educationalists and
policy makers, and get the opportunity to
reflect on and examine their own practice
in the light of international experience.

Further information

www.build-online.org.uk
provides a wealth of information on
setting up and sustaining meaningful links
with schools and communities all over the
world. BUILD can also provide inspirational
speakers for staff training and conferences.

www.globaldimensions.org
is the website developed as part
of the ‘Development of the GD in
Peterborough schools’ project. Use
it to find out more about the project,
read our news stories and find links to
other websites and resources. It also
has the School Action Plan and example
lessons mentioned in this publication.

www.globalgateway.org
is your key to a world of information,
inspiration and practical advice on
introducing the GD to your school.
Funded by the DCSF and managed by
the British Council, it is a one-stop shop
for schools looking to develop the GD.

www.harambeecentre.org.uk
provides a huge range of resources  from the
Harambee Centre in Cambridge to support
the planning and delivery of the GD
throughout the curriculum. Staff training
and development is also available to schools
in the eastern region. Your local Development
Education Centre may provide similar services.

www.nead.org.uk/schools/eaden
is a project that aims to build capacity in
the education system to ensure teachers
are equipped and motivated to provide
young people with a global view. Working
predominantly in the eastern region,
it provides support to teachers in
their professional development. 

www.tidegloballearning.net
is a network of teachers and other
educators responding to the educational
challenges of our increasingly globalised
society. It offers a range of curriculum
projects, resources, courses and study visits.
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Utilising a link through someone you know in

another country is always a good way to start

a partnership abroad, but if you don't have

any connections the Global Gateway website

www.globalgateway.org is a good starting point. 

E-twinning www.etwinning.net is great for linking

with schools in Europe (see page 16-17).

Lessons from Dogsthorpe Junior School
At Dogsthorpe Junior School we failed to secure a successful

application for the International School Award due to a lack

of effective links with schools overseas. Our Year 4 Team

Leader and ICT Co-ordinator decided to lead the way in

establishing partnerships. Sonia explains:

In a school with a large population of children from different

cultures it was essential I revamped our theme on markets

to make it relevant. On the Global Gateway website I created

our school profile and described our plea for an international

link. We were inundated with requests for projects with only

a handful being suitable for children at our school. So we

narrowed down our criteria, clearly explaining what we

wanted to achieve by linking, and what we could offer

their schools. 

I set up a blog page that can be accessed anywhere with

an internet connection at

http://worldwidemarkets.wordpress.com. Using the Global

Gateway site I identified about 90 teachers worldwide who

had similar interests. I then emailed them to share our work.

The email also explained how they too could become authors

on the blog website and encouraged them to add pictures

and videos onto the page. I made sure I only selected email

addresses where the school had recently updated their details.

From the 90 schools that were contacted, I only received

nine responses. The schools that were interested and the

most enthusiastic were those that had no internet or modern

technology. This hasn’t stopped the children, who took it

upon themselves to put together a parcel of chocolate and

letters to a class in Ghana who said they had never tried

chocolate. They are hoping to do a fundraising event to

buy some disposable cameras for our friends overseas to take

photographs of their local environment and return them to us

to develop. Although communication is slow, the children are

delighted when they receive a letter in response to their work.

Building links does not happen overnight, it takes time and

patience, and I can’t wait to see this project flourish.

Top tips!

• Be clear about what you want out of a partnership –

the clearer you are, the more genuine interest you

will attract.

• Use the Global Gateway to search for interested

schools. Don’t wait for them to approach you.

• Set up a blog site for the schools to contribute.

• Write a partnership agreement to clarify expectations 

and ensure both parties gain from the link.

• Be prepared to adapt your project to suit your

partner’s needs as well.

• Make sure your project enables learning to take place. 

• Share the learning! Tell the staff, parents, other

children in the school or anyone who will listen.

They may be inspired to use the quality links you

have worked hard to set up for more exciting projects.

Global Dimensions – The Journey of Six Schools
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Awards

To ensure your hard work in the GD is recognised,
why not apply for the following awards?

International Schools Award (ISA)
The ISA is a prestigious award organised and funded by

The British Council. There are three levels but it is well

worth working for the full ISA. Everything you need

to apply for the award can be found on the Global

Gateway website www.globalgateway.org/isa.

There is a tendency for the terms 'international dimension'

and 'Global Dimension' to be used interchangeably.

However the two are essentially different. 

The Global Dimension gives children the opportunity

to make links between local and global issues and to

appreciate similarities and differences, thus enabling

them to make informed decisions about playing an

active role in the global community.

The international dimension relies upon links between

schools in different countries. It enables children to learn

about another locality and teachers to share particular

areas of educational practice between their institutions.

While working towards achieving the ISA, it is essential

to plan curriculum ideas and activities with at least one

partner school and show evidence of this interactive

partnership.

Teacher tips on how to achieve the full ISA
Visit ISA website and register your school
• For the full award you must register by the end

of September (for the other levels you can register
at any time). The registration is your application. 

• Be forewarned that it takes time to register; you will
need to write on the initial registration form details
about each activity you intend to do. 

• All activities must be undertaken during the academic
year in which you register.

• You must have a link school and be able to show that
you have shared ideas/lessons.

Attend ISA portfolio workshop
• Go to the portfolio workshop in London organised by

the British Council. This is very inspiring and is useful
for understanding what to include in the application.
Listen to speakers explain the impact the ISA has had
on their schools.

• The workshop is also useful for looking at successful
applications and folders.

Putting the folder together
• Make sure that you collect evidence and evaluations

as you go along. You will not be able to do it all at
the last minute. 

• Use the templates and examples from the ISA website
to help you put together the International Policy and
the International Coordinator’s job description.
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Yorkshire and Humberside Global Schools Award (YHGSA)

The next logical step after achieving the ISA is to apply for

the YHGSA Award. This is designed to recognise schools’

good practice in the delivery of the GD and accreditation

is for three years.

The Global Schools Award is based on the YHGSA’s

benchmarks for the Global Dimension. The benchmarks

define achievement at three different levels. To receive the

award schools need to demonstrate achievement across

the following areas:

1. Leadership and ethos

2. Teaching and learning

3. Monitoring and evaluation

4. Resources 

5. Staff development

6. Parental/community involvement

Your school can decide the appropriate level to apply for

the award. To be successful the school will need to submit

a portfolio of evidence which demonstrates you have met

14 of the 20 elements. The elements should be spread

over five or more of the areas. The section ‘Teaching and

learning’ and the elements of curriculum audit, schemes

of work and lesson plans must all be covered.

Most schools apply early in the academic year and

complete the process by the following July. However,

you can work across two years if you wish. The portfolio

of evidence is submitted at the end of the period during

which the bulk of the work has taken place.

If the portfolio is approved the school is granted

the Global Schools Award at the appropriate level.

The benefits of participating include: 

• a clear framework for developing the Global Dimension

• a dossier demonstrating achievement 

• an enhanced profile and use of YHGSA Global Schools
Award logo.

More information can be found on the YHGSA

website at www.yhgsa.org.uk 

• DVDs and CDs cannot be accepted as evidence, so put
in lots of photographs instead.

• You do not need to put in more than one or two pages
of evidence per activity. As John Hinch, assessor for ISA,
said, ‘We have to look through hundreds of folders!’
So don’t go over the top!

• Get everyone in the school involved with the activities,
evidence and evaluations. It is important to share the
workload and to ensure that activities take place
across a range of year groups. 

Collecting your award
• Completed folders are usually required to be in by the

middle of July. You will then be notified in September
as to whether you have been successful. (90% of
those who applied in 2008 were successful.)

• If there is something missing from your folder or things
need clarifying, the assessors will contact you to give
you every chance to meet the expectations.

• In 2006 the awards were presented by television
broadcaster Jonathan Dimbleby, in 2007 and 2008 by
the broadcaster and journalist George Alagiah. So when
it is your turn to walk onto the stage at the wonderful
and memorable awards ceremony in London to collect
your award, be proud of your school, its staff and of
course your children.



Final tips 
‘Set up a school cluster group. The support of

colleagues in other schools has been invaluable

in developing the Global Dimension in our school.’ 

(Sue Life – St Thomas More R C Primary School)

‘In order to fully implement the Global Dimension

into your school’s curriculum, it’s absolutely essential

that you have the support and commitment of the

management team.’

(Gill Vessey – Castor C of E Primary School)

‘Make sure your partnership with any school is equal

and is not based on what you can get out of it. Avoid

charity work as a means of planning what you will

do with a linked school in a developing country.’

(Karen Campbell – Orton Wistow Primary School)

‘The development of the Global Dimension in

our school has excited, invigorated and united the

teaching staff, children and parents. We now have

an even clearer ethos and vehicle to raise standards.’ 

(Nicola Wynne – Castor C of E Primary School)

‘In the future the Global Dimension will underpin

many aspects of our curriculum planning. Where this

has already taken place the impact on motivation,

interest, enthusiasm and relevance to the children's

lives has been significant.’

(Stuart Mansell – Nene Valley Primary School)

‘Have fun developing the Global Dimension; this

will enthuse staff and children to become involved.’

(Samantha Webb – Dogsthorpe Junior School)

‘It is key to have a strong action plan in place

to ensure the Global Dimension is embedded.’

(Sue Bell – Nene Valley Primary School)

‘Involve other staff in managing your international

links. This will ensure sustainability and expose

the wider school to the Global Dimension.’

(Sarah Dudley – Middleton Primary School)

‘We strongly believe that unlike other initiatives,

integrating the Global Dimension across the curriculum

will not only help raise standards but actually prepare

your pupils for the global world we live in.’

(Rory Parkinson – Project Manager)
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